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Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



THE DIVINE MESSAGE 



Question : Is this world unreal ? 

Answer: It is unreal so long as you 

know not God. For you do not yet see 
Him in everything but fasten yourself to the 
world with the tie of ‘me and mine’. Being 
thus deluded by ignorance, you become 
attached to sense -objects and go deeper into 
the abyss of Maya. Maya makes men so 
utterly blind that they cannot get out of her 
meshes even when the way lies open. You 
yourself can see how unreal this sense-life 
is. Think a little of the very house that we 
are in. How many men have been born and 
have died in it! So things of the world 
appear before us at one moment, and vanish 
away at the next. Those whom you know 
to be your ‘own’, will cease to exist for you, 
the moment you close your eyes in death. 
How strong is the hold of attachment upon 
a worldly man! There is none in the family 
who requires his attention, yet for the sake 
of a grandson he cannot go to Kashi (Vara- 
nasi) to practise devotion. ‘What will be- 
come of my Haru’, is a sufficient thought to 
keep him bound to the world. In a trap 
for catching fish the way out is always open, 
yet the fish do not leave it. The caterpillar 



shuts itself up in its own saliva and peri- 
shes. In the same way, this incarnation is 
undoubtedly unreal, evanescent. 
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Knowingly or unknowingly, in whatever 
state we utter God’s name, we acquire the 
merit of such an utterance. As a man who 
voluntarily goes to a river and bathes therein 
gets the benefit of the bath, so does he too, 
who has been pushed into the water by ano- 
ther, or who, when sleeping soundly, has 
water thrown upon him. 



# * * * 

Question: What are we to do when we 
are placed in this world ? 

Answer: Give up everything to Him, 
resign yourself to Him, and your troubles 
and sorrows will be at an end. Then you 
will come to know that everything is done 
by His will alone. 

(Teachings of Sri Ramakrishna, 

pp. 202-03, 221, 233) 
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This month’s editorial is on Sri Rama- 
krishna. On the 27th February his 155th 
birthday will be celebrated all over the 
world. His life-giving message has all the 
more relevance in the strife-torn world of 
today. 

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA AND HUMAN EXCEL- 
LENCE is the concluding part of the stimula- 
ting speech delivered by Revered Swami 
Ranganathanandaji Maharaj, Vice-president, 
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mis- 
sion, in the Emerson Hall of Harvard 
University. The speaker, in his own inimi- 
table way, stresses the immediate need for 
the confluence of two types of excellence — 
manliness and spiritual freedom, in every 
individual. It is the only balanced ideal 
worthy of pursuit for mankind as a whole. 

kathXmrita as a narrative is a learned 
article by Dr. M. Shivaramakrishnan, Pro* 
fessor. Department of English, Osmania 
University, Hyderabad. The author des- 
cribes the ingenuity of ‘M’, the chronicler 
of The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, in 
presenting graphically the Ramakrishna 
Leela that was enacted on the banks of the 
Ganga. 

NIVEDITA IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HER MAS- 
TER, vivekananda is a comparative study 
of the World Teacher and his wonderful 



disciple. Sister Nivedita. The author, Sri 
Sumitora Noma quoting extensively from the 
writings of Sister Nivedita, shows how deeply 
she loved and worshipped India and every- 
thing that was Indian. 

NATIONAL DRINKING WATER MISSION— A GOAL 

is by Sri M. M. Datta. The writer is one of 
the prominent scientists actively associated 
with this Mission. The drinking water 
problem has reached alarming dimensions 
recently. The Government of India has fully 
realized the gravity of the situation and has 
undertaken necessary measures on a war- 
footing to provide drinking water to thous- 
ands of villages. 

UNDERSTANDING SOUL OR CONSCIOUSNESS 
IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE AND SPIRITUAL 

knowledge is by Dr. (Miss) Chetna 
Mandavia, Assistant Professor, Plant Physio- 
logy, Gujarat Agricultural University, Juna- 
gad, Gujarat. It is a brilliantly written 
paper which shows how twentieth century 
science has come near to Vedanta. 

the seer in the gita, is a short article 
by Swami Ramanujananda of the Rama- 
krishna Mission Centre, Bombay. The writer 
briefly discusses the profound meaning of 
the word seer, which has been defined exten- 
sively in the Bhagavad Gita . 



SRI RAMAKRISHNA— BRIDGE BETWEEN 

DIVINITY AND HUMANITY 

(EDITORIAL) 

The English translation of the biography Asia commented: ‘In it the distinguished 
of Sri Ramakrishna by Romain Rolland was French man of letters offers a message to 
first serialised in Asia, a monthly journal the peoples of the West. It is one of human 
published from New York. While introdu- realization — not new nor limited by race and 
cing the book in its October 1929 issue, national boundaries — not unshared by us all. 
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but so clear and full in this Hindu saint that 
it can be passed on for the universal enrich- 
ment of man*s spirit* 1 

This glowing tribute was paid in 1929, 
sixty years ago when the life and teachings 
of this Hindu saint were slowly taking hold 
of the minds of people. Today he is looked 
upon with reverence in every corner of the 
globe. The account of his unbelievably 
wide range of spiritual practices, his visions 
of different Hindu gods and goddesses, and 
prophets of other religions, in this scientific 
age, may appear to many as staggering and 
incredible. To us who are caught in the 
four dimensions of matter and time, the 
real appears as incredible and the unreal 
appears as plausible-. 

The story of Sri Ramakrishna is a stupen- 
dous spiritual saga. The world has never 
witnessed before such an unearthly splen- 
dour, such mighty divine consciousness 
which engulfed humankind in an amazingly 
short span of time. Neither our mental 
frontiers, nor any of our systems of thought 
can hold this spiritual colossus within their 
narrow compass. He breaks down all our 
barriers. Limitless, timeless Consciousness 
was his home and play-ground. It is an 
exercise in futility to draw a demarcating 
line over his teachings, to measure with our 
puny intellect that immeasurable impersonal 
personality. Any particular philosophical or 
religious net is too narrow to catch him. 
Any dogmatic approach to his transcenden- 
tal teachings amounts to nothing but blas- 
phemy. All worldly categories and classi- 
fications, however far-reaching, finally fail 
to grasp the unique personality of Sri Rama- 
krishna. His vastness and depth are stagge- 
ring, awe-inspiring. Though his teachings 
are simple, in their sweep, they are universal. 
From naive persons to great intellectuals, 
from the penniless to the opulent, from 

!• Asia Magazine, (New York, Vol. XXIX, 
Oct, 1929), No. 10, p. 761. 



simple believers to sharp agnostics, from 
the deeply entrenched householders to 
homeless mendicants, from lowly women 
to aristocratic ladies, from the bigoted to 
the enlightened, from worms to angels, and 
to all the myriad other types, Sri Rama- 
krishna’s compassion brings solace and 
succour. None was turned away while he 
lived. As his personality and teaching were 
not bound by time, even now everyone finds 
a place within the luminous orbit of his 
love and kindness. Spiritual earnestness is 
the only criterion to draw his grace. 

This great messenger of divinity had only 
one blazing purpose in life — to lift up the 
afflicted and weeping and help them to rea- 
lize their divine nature. Sri Ramakrishna 
knew of nothing and spoke of nothing ex- 
cept God. As he saw only God in the 
animate as well as the inanimate, in all 
things great and small, there was nothing 
which was trivial to him. Everything and 
person had their place. His life was one 
unbroken stream of God-consciousness. 
Spiritual seekers whose consciousness were 
awakened in his presence were astonished 
to find full manifestation of Supreme Rea- 
lity in him. He appeared to be infinite like 
the Divine Mother he continually spoke of. 

Sri Ramakrishna could not hide his 
spiritual splendour behind the camouflage 
of exterior stainless simplicity and guileless 
behaviour. His conscious efforts to efface 
himself to anonymity proved futile when in 
unself-conscious moments the dazzling divi- 
nity revealed itself: 

‘He was a wonderful mixture of God and 
man. In his ordinary state he would talk of him- 
self as the servant of all men and women. He 
looked upon them all as God. He himself would 
never be addressed as Guru , {master), or teacher. 
Never would he claim for himself any high posi- 
tion. He would touch the ground reverently where 
his disciples had trodden. But every now and 
then strange fits of God-consciousness came upon 
him. He then became changed into a different 
being altogether, He then spoke of himself as 




